Recommended Amendments to the
2005 National Electrical Code
North Central Texas Council of Governments Region

REGIONAL AMENDMENTS*

**Section 230.71(A) add an exception.
230.71 Maximum Number of Disconnects.

(A) General. The service disconnecting means for each service permitted by 230.2, or for each set of
service-entrance conductors permitted by 230.40, Exception Nos. 1, 3, 4, or 5, shall consist of not more than
six switches or sets of circuit breakers, mounted in a single enclosure, in a group of separate enclosures, or
in or on a switchboard. There shall be no more than six sets of disconnects per service grouped in any one
location. For the purpose...{text unchanged}...shall not be considered a service disconnecting means.

Exception: Multi-occupant Buildings. Individual service disconnecting means is _limited to six for each
occupant. The number of individual disconnects at one location may exceed Six.

REASON FOR CHANGE: This is currently the accepted installation practice of the region. No noteworthy
complaints have surfaced. It is more reasonable than the current NEC requirements. It allows more than
six disconnects grouped at one location. This also allows designers more flexibility in the placement of
electrical meters and main service disconnects.

**Section 300.11 add an exception.
300.11 Securing and Supporting.

(A) Secured in Place. Raceways, cable assemblies, boxes, cabinets, and fittings shall be securely
fastened in place. Support wires that do not provide secure support shall not be permitted as the sole
support. Support wires and associated fittings that provide secure support and that are installed in addition
to the ceiling grid support wires shall be permitted as the sole support. Where independent support wires are
used, they shall be secured at both ends. Cables and raceways shall not be supported by ceiling grids.

Exception: Ceiling grid support wires may be used for structural supports when the associated wiring is
located in that area, not more than two raceways or cables supported per wire, with a maximum nominal
metric designation 16 (trade size ¥2").

REASON FOR CHANGE: To provide limited support of raceways and cables by ceiling grid support wire.

**Section 310.15(B)(6) change to read as follows:
310.15 Ampacities for Conductors Rated 0-2000 Volts.
(B) Tables.
(6) 120/240-Volt, 3-Wire, Single-Phase Dwelling Services and Feeders. For dwelling units,

conductors, as listed in Table 310.15(B)(6), shall be...{text unchanged}...provided the requirements of
215.2, 220.61, and 230.42 are met. This Section shall not be used in conjunction with 220.82.

*NOTE: Underlining indicates new words and phrases to be added to the 2005 National Electrical Code.
Strikeouts indicate existing words and phrases to be deleted.
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REASON FOR CHANGE: To provide a more reasonable margin of safety for dwelling service and feeder
conductor allowable ampacities.

**Section 500.8(A)(1) change to read as follows:
500.8 Equipment.
(A) Approval for Class and Properties.

(1) Equipment shall be identified...{text unchanged}...the maximum surface temperatures specified in
503.1.

FPN: Luminaries (lighting fixtures) and other heat-producing apparatus...{text
unchanged}...see Exception No. 3 to 500.8(B).

REASON FOR CHANGE: “Identified” is already defined in Chapter 1.

END
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