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If vou're considenng a home purchase, you need the most
educated, experienced home inspector available. That cousin
wihio used 1o Jo soime Consructon wiork might be cheaper,

butwhen he mizsas an expensive problem, youTe hosed.

Arnd for crying out loud, don't ask your
Iuilder or real estate agant for names.

"Feal estate agerits wil recomimend that
wou hire inspectors who don't find much
eczise it's a roadblock nthe way of that
i commission chedk,” says Aaron Miller,
a mastar inspector and owner of Aaton's
Home [repections.

The same advice holds if you'te
Iuying a new home. Ref@in fom asking
your builder the name of hiz boddy
the inspector.

iller recomimends hiring scmeons wha

Certified MMaster Inspector Board 1equires
master cardidates to complete at least
1,000 paid inspections and pass a ariminal
kackgrournd check.

The mast important cartiiication is fom
the International Code Coundil (I0C). The
ideal inspector would have a combination
cartificate fom the I0T, meaning he or she
iz certified 2z a building, mechanical,
phimbing and electrical inspactor.

"Those ars extramely difficult examing
ticns and requite & tremendous amount of

)) Hire someone
who has examined at
least 500 properties.

continuing education,” Miller says.

Agk potantial inspectors for a sample
Teport fram a similar proparty. A 10-yaar-old
dab home wouldn't hiave comparakls prob-
lemstothess of the B0-year-old structare on
a pier-and-boam foundation you mey be
considering.

Finally, don't hire an inspector who
writes hiz reports on-site, Miler says.
Thase inspectars typically are mashed and
Iying 1o please a raal estate ageart.

— Josss Hughey

sessInspector
s*scontacts

A little research goes

2 long way wihen
choosing a home
inspectorn. Check these
Wiel sites for helpful tips.

www.icczsafe.orgle
foertsearch . hitml

Ta check an inspactor's
certification, contact the
International Cods Council
at 1-366-422-3926,

www.certifiedmaster
inspector.org

The Cartified Mastar
Inspactor Board lists
mastel inspactors by stata.

www.ashi.org

The AmeTican Society of
Home Inspectars maintains a
directory of inspactors ssarch-
able by Z1F code of metTo area.

www.nachi.org

The Maticnal Association of
Certified Home Inspectors is

a trade crganization that main-
tains a ssarchalle directory,



